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Proposed school flag policy will stoke divisions

The Anne Arundel County Board of Education is seeking to create a problem where there is none with their draft policy on
displaying flags in school facilities. I am concerned that this policy is nothing more than an attempt to appease those who
are intolerant of diversity and who want to create a homogeneous society. Carroll County Public Schools passed a similar
policy last June and now our school board has chosen to bring the fight here, to Anne Arundel County — but, we the
people, will not have it.

As written, the draft policy states that the display of flags shall be limited to government flags or those with a “bona fide
educational purpose.” This could be interpreted to mean that Pride and Black Lives Matter flags, which are not
government flags, cannot be flown in schools unless they are being used for an educational purpose.

Pride and Black Lives Matter flags are an important part of our history and our culture, and they should be celebrated, not
censored. It is important for students to be exposed to these movements and to learn about the history of discrimination
and oppression.

In addition to the educational benefits of displaying these flags, they also serve as a visual representation of a safe space
for LGBTQIA+ youth and students of color. For these students, school can be a place of intense fear and anxiety. The
display of these flags can send a message to these students that they are welcome and accepted, and that they matter.

According to the Trevor Project, nearly half of all LGBTQIA+ youth seriously considered attempting suicide in the past
year. The same study found that LGBTQIA+ youth who found their school to be affirming reported lower rates of
attempting suicide. Symbols like the Pride flag save lives.

Across the country, there has been a strategic attack on our democracy, including in Maryland, with attempts to ban
books featuring LGBTQIA+ characters and Pride and Black Lives Matter flags in Carroll County. This policy proposal is a
part of that attack on our democracy. Bans like this feed into an already alarming atmosphere of political division in our
county.

The racist murders of Black Americans and the bias-driven murders of LGBTQIA+ folks are hate crimes, and in part why
many fly the Pride and Black Lives Matter flags proudly, to recognize indivisible human rights. Human rights aren’t
political.

The motto of Anne Arundel County Public Schools is “Elevating All Students … Eliminating All Gaps.” This policy would do
the opposite. It would create a gap between those who are accepted and those who are not. It would create a gap
between those who are safe and those who are not. The school board is attempting to regulate specific forms of self-
expression in our schools. It seeks to eliminate visual symbols that are affirming and inclusive.

We deserve to enjoy the freedom to be ourselves—no matter who we are; however, too often, others try to put people in
boxes and attach a label based on the color of our skin, who we love, and how we identify in terms of our gender identity
and sexual orientation. We should all be free to thrive and support each other for who we are.

It is clear that some on the school board are more willing to appease hate groups like Moms for Liberty than provide a
safe and inclusive school environment. We must resist this policy and fight for the right of all people to express their
identities and to feel safe and welcome in our schools. We must continue to elevate all students by rejecting this divisive
policy and by maintaining our right to publicly show recognition for all students. Let’s chart a better, inclusive future for all
of us!
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